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Välkommen! 
 
Welcome! 



3 Learning From Text 

You can't learn much 
from books you can't 
read. 
 
– Richard L. Allington, 2002, pp. 
16-17 



Purpose 

!   Research is making many advances 

!   What can we do today? 

!   Focus on practical interventions 

!   And, how we might collect evidence 
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Part 1 Theoretical Foundations 



6 The Achievement Gap 



7 The Bell Curve 



8 The J-curve 



9 Failure 

How much failure data do you 
need before you know I can't do 
it? 



10 Performance Support 



11 Remediation 

• Reteach the information 
• Use alternative instructional strategies 
• Break the tasks down into smaller parts to 
analyze what the child knows and what 
components are problematic 
• Reduce the number of  items that must be 
completed 
• Provide additional practice 
• Engage in one-on-one tutoring 



12 Compensation 

• In contrast, compensation focuses on using 
technology or other strategies to accommodate 
difficulties in performing specific tasks (i.e., 
allowing and providing for the use of  a calculator 
in recognition of  the fact that a child has been 
unable to learn the multiplication facts).  
 
• Here the goal is on functional performance. 
 
• That is, how can we find one or more methods 
that permit the student to effectively perform the 
task? 



13 R vs C 



14 Equalizers 



Part 2 
Interventions 



16 Goldilocks 



17 Tic-Tac-Toe 



18 Literacy Center 
Education Network 



19 Literacy Center 
Education Network 



20 Literacy Center 
Education Network 



21 Books that Grow 



22 Books that Grow 



23 NewsELA 



24 NewsELA 



25 Text Compactor 



26 Text Compactor 



Creating an Intervention 
Cocktail 
!   We must be intentional, prescriptive, and insist on 

knowing why, how, and for whom an intervention will 
work. 

!   Researchers have referred to this concept as a need 
to isolate the active ingredients (Clark, 2009; Clark & 
Saxberg, 2012; Levac, Rivard & Missiuma, 2012; 
Whyte & Hart, 2003).  

!   That is, which components impact individual student 
learning, and in what dose they are needed to 
produce successful learning outcomes? 
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28 Text to Speech 



29 Rewordify 



30 Rewordify 



31 Tiered Text 



32 Embedded Supports 



Part 3 

Evidence 



34 Without 



35 With 



36 TSCD 



Part 4 

Conclusions 



Paradigm Shift 

!   The current paradigm is learning from text 

!   Emerging paradigm is multimodal learning 

!   Future paradigm is machine learning 
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39 WolframAlpha 



40 WolframAlpha 



41 WolframAlpha 



42 WolframAlpha 



43 WolframAlpha 



Call to Action 

!   What can individuals with dyslexia do? 

!   What can parents do? 

!   What can teachers do? 

!   What can publishers do? 

!   What can doctors do? 
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45 What can Individuals 
with Dyslexia do? 

!   Talk with others to find tools that work for you 

!   Use tools that support memory, organization, 
understanding, problem solving, writing, and 
thinking 

!   Learn how to advocate for yourself  

!   Fair is not always equal 

 



46 What can Parents do? 

!   Help your child understand what works and does 
not work for them relative to memory, 
organization, learning, problem solving, writing, 
and thinking  

!   Balance challenge with outstanding success 

 



47 What can Teachers do? 

!   Create a classroom environment where 
differences are proactively valued 

!   Show students new cognitive tools that provide 
21st century support for thinking, problem 
solving, and knowing 

!   Explore personalized learning resources 



48 What can Publishers do? 

!   Explore new instructional designs that value 
academic diversity and improve access to text 

!   Embed supports to improve the learning 
experience for all students 

 



49 What can Doctors do? 

!   Encourage both remediation and compensation 

!   Help children, parents, and teachers search for 
evidence of  what works 

!   Encourage personalized learning in the same 
way we pursue precision medicine 

 



Our Challenge 

50 



51 

Tack! 
 
Thank You! 
 
Email: 
Dave.edyburn@ucf.edu 


